YOU ARE FREE INDEED!
JOHN 8:36

Jesas O] ..

“Grace Thoughts”

A short devotional to help get you excited about Jesus!

Pilate said to them, “Take Him yourselves and crucify Him, for | find no guilt in Him.” — John 19:6

The gospel is not about fairness but grace. The One who was not guilty was condemned to die, and
all of us who are guilty have been gifted with eternal life. My friend Steve Trapero, who is a talented
graphic designer, created for me a large poster entitled The Great Exchange. On one side of it, one
can see two hands bringing a gift-wrapped box that has a skull on it, symbolizing death. On the other
side, there are two nail-pierced hands bringing the gift of life: Romans 6.23 is written on that box.
The poster portrays the exchange.

The apostle Paul often discusses the fact that Jesus, being innocent, was condemned as guilty, and
that the guilty ones are considered righteous in His name. Such is the case in 2 Corinthians 5:21: “He
made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of
God in Him.” The four Gospels also allude to this paradox in the way the authors narrate the events
surrounding the death of Jesus. For example, one of the thieves on the cross clearly states that they
are guilty but Jesus is innocent: “We indeed are suffering justly, for we are receiving what we
deserve for our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong” (Luke 23:41). The Righteous One was
condemned. Another such striking contrast is made when Pilate, according to their custom to release
a prisoner at Passover, offers to release Jesus, but the crowd chooses Barabbas instead. Barabbas
was a murderer and a rebel (see Luke 23:19; Mark 15:7). And what | find extremely insightful is that
Barabbas means “son of Abba” or “son of the father.” This “son of the father” was guilty and should
have been condemned, and yet he was released. But the “Son of the Father,” Jesus, who was
innocent, was crucified instead. Three times Pilate clearly stated that he found no guilt in Jesus (John
18:38; 19:4, 6), yet Jesus died in the place of the guilty. If you know yourself guilty of condemnation,
accept the paradox of the gospel and be set free. We have His eternal life, because He died our
death. Thank you, Jesus!
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