Jesas O] ..

“Grace Thoughts”

JOHN 8:36

A short devotional to help get you excited about Jesus!

“He showed them both His hands and His side. The disciples then rejoiced when they saw
the Lord.” —John 20:20

| keep a cherished photo on my iPhone. When my mom realized that the end of her life was
approaching, she wanted to go buy her “final property” as she called it. So, my parents and | headed
to the cemetery. They found a spot that they liked and purchased it. Both of them stood on their
future tomb, and | took the photo that | now cherish. She passed away two weeks later. | can’t
imagine the joy that | will experience when | see them again, completely restored, with their
cancer-free and glorified bodies.

| can’t start to fathom the rejoicing of the disciples that day. Some of them had witnessed the
crucifixion of Jesus. They saw His agony, the nails puncturing His hands and feet, and the spear
piercing His side. On the evening of the resurrection day, Jesus miraculously appeared to His
disciples. John observes that, on that occasion, the doors were shut for fear of the Jews. “Jesus
came and stood in their midst and said to them, ‘Peace be with you” (John 20:19). Even though
this is still a common Jewish greeting today, on that occasion it carried all the weight of Jesus’
promise of His peace (see John 14:27). Which is quite remarkable, taking into consideration that
they all had abandoned Him and were worthy of reproach and condemnation. Instead, Jesus greets
them with His peace, and shows them His hands and His side. When they recognized Him, the
disciples were flabbergasted, beside themselves with joy! Jesus had prophesied this moment:
“Therefore you too have grief now; but | will see you again, and your heart will rejoice, and no one
will take your joy away from you” (John 16:22). Now they were beholding their risen Lord, and no
one could take their joy away! For a second time, Jesus pronounced His blessing of peace upon
them and then commissioned them, giving them the Holy Spirit (see John 20:21, 22). Jesus was
the Firstborn of the dead (Revelation 1:5), which guarantees that our loved ones, who died in Him,
will rise too. On that day, our grief will be turned into indescribable joy!
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