Jesas O] ..

YOU ARE FREE INDEED!
JOHN 8:36

“Grace Thoughts”

A short devotional to help get you excited about Jesus!

“You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; it is these that
testify about Me.” —John 5:39

F. F. Bruce’s book cover reads: “In Jesus the promise is confirmed, the covenant is renewed, the
prophecies are fulfilled, the law is vindicated, salvation is brought near, sacred history has reached its
climax, the perfect sacrifice has been offered and accepted, the great priest over the household of God
has taken his seat at God’s right hand, the Prophet like Moses has been raised up, the Son of David
reigns, the kingdom of God has been inaugurated.”™

God does not ask us to believe without evidence. Jesus Himself referred to the different witnesses that
testified of Him: John, the forerunner; Jesus’ own miraculous works; the Father’s testimony; and finally,
the witness of the Scriptures (John 5:31-47). Jesus unequivocally explained that these (the Old
Testament) authenticated His identity and mission. The sad part was that while the Jewish leaders were
meticulous students of the Scriptures, they rejected Jesus. They kept the Ten Commandments,
observed the Sabbath, prayed, tithed, et cetera, but they dismissed Jesus! (see verses 45—-47).
Interpreting all the Scriptures (the Law, the Prophets, and the Psalms) in light of Jesus and His sacrifice
has eternal consequences! “The sacred writings . . . give you the wisdom that /eads to salvation through
faith which is in Christ Jesus.” (2 Timothy 3:15). The Bible points us to Jesus as our only Hope,
Assurance, Substitute, Sacrifice, High Priest, King, Lord, and Savior. Jesus is our All in all. It is only
through Him that we have eternal life! Every sermon and Bible study should be centered at the cross of
Jesus. “The sacrifice of Christ as an atonement for sin is the great truth around which all other truths
cluster. In order to be rightly understood and appreciated, every truth in the Word of God, from Genesis
to Revelation, must be studied in the light that streams from the cross of Calvary. | present before you
the great, grand monument of mercy and regeneration, salvation and redemption, —the Son of God
uplifted on the cross. This is to be the foundation of every discourse given by our ministers."*

*F.F. Bruce, New Testament Development of Old Testament Themes (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1994), book jacket text.
tEllen G. White, Gospel Workers (Washington, DC: Review and Herald®, 1915), 315; emphasis added.
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