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YOU ARE FREE INDEED!
JOHN 8:36

“Grace Thoughts”

A short devotional to help get you excited about Jesus!

“Do you see this woman? | entered your house; you gave Me no water for My feet, but she has
wet My feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair.” —Luke 7:44

Yesterday | withessed a profound scene. | stopped for gasoline and saw a homeless man sitting close
to the entrance of the gas station store. He wasn’t asking for money though he was obviously
destitute. Suddenly, a man got out of his car and approached him. He handed the man some bills but
more importantly took time to connect with him by talking to him for a while. His compassion and
gentleness had an impact on me. We are often called to share Jesus’ victorious grace through simple
acts of kindness, such as approaching people with empathy, not criticism, sharing their feelings, and
demonstrating pure love and compassion. In an imperfect world, we will always find reasons to fear
and criticize, yet God asks us to find ways to share His unconditional love with gentleness and no
strings attached.

A Pharisee invited Jesus to dine with him. Whether his motives were to honor or entrap Him, Jesus
accepted the invitation. Then a woman, who was known to be a sinner, entered the house, “and
standing behind Him at His feet, weeping, she began to wet His feet with her tears, and kept wiping
them with the hair of her head, and kissing His feet and anointing them with the perfume” (Luke
7:38). When the religious man saw this, instead of displaying compassion or empathy, he had harsh
critical thoughts about both Jesus and her (verse 39). In response, Jesus asked the Pharisee: “Do
you see this woman?” (verse 44). Do you really see her? He went on to tenderly explain her actions
and made a public statement that her sins had been forgiven, and that she could go in peace
(verses 48, 50). Is there someone in your life, work, school, or neighborhood that you need to see
and share God’s mercy with? We share His kindness with others, not because we are perfect, but
because we ourselves are in great need of God’s grace, and He loves us regardless of our
weaknesses. “So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience” (Colossians 3:12). May we share His
grace freely!
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